Summary: A 64 year old woman with metastatic endometrial carcinoma was admitted to the hospital after three grand mal seizures. Blood cultures yielded Corynebacterium striatum. The patient responded to parenteral ampicillin therapy. This is believed to be the first case of sepsis caused by this organism.
Introduction
Neutropenic patients are susceptible to a wide variety of infections from unusual organisms. The <0 .25 fg/ml, cephalothin <4 gg/ml, chloramphenicol <2 lg/ml, clindamycin <0.5 tg/ml, erythromycin <0.5/ig/ml, gentamicin < 1 g/ml, oxacillin 0.5 gg/ml, penicillin 0.6 tg/ml, and vancomycin <2 fig/ml. Therapy was initiated with ampicillin I gram intravenously every 4 hours and gentamicin 120 mg every 8 hours, on the first day of hospitalization. Four days after antibiotics were started, the patient became afebrile, white blood cell count rose to 2.3 x 109/l and repeat blood cultures were sterile. Parenteral therapy was discontinued after 7 days and she was continued on ampicillin 500 mg orally every 6 hours for 7 additional days.
Discussion
Corynebacterium species, other than diphtheriae, that have caused bacteraemia include C. xerosis,"'2 C. pseudodiphthericum,3 C. equi,4 C. bovis,5s6 C. haemolyticum,7 C. aquaticum,8 C. (Actinomyces) pyogenes,9'10 C. group JK,4'7'11 and C. group G-2'2. This organism was first isolated from human nasal mucosa and named Bacterium striatum by Chester'3; however, Holland'4 , classified the organism later as C.flavidum. C. striatum has only been reported twice as a human pathogen, once as a cause of pleuropulmonary infection in a patient with chronic lymphocytic leukaemia'5 and once from a patient with a pulmonary abscess and empyema. '6 Species of Corynebacterium (diptheroids) are normally present on the skin and mucous membranes in large numbers. While usually considered a contaminant in the normal host, identification of the organisms in the neutropenic patient often represents severe infection. We describe in a granulocytopenic patient the first reported case of Corynebacterium striatum septicaemia.
